
 

Unit 3 KA8: Clinical trials 

What is a placebo?  

Reasons that vaccines 
and drugs are subjected 
to clinical trials before 

being licensed. 

What must be large 
enough to reduce 
the effect of any 

experimental error 
and confirming 

statistical 
significance? 

Explain how clinical trials are carried out 
double blind. 

What kind of 
bias is reduced 
when trials are 

carried out 
double blind? 

1. 

 

2. 

Explain how 
clinical trials are 

carried out 
randomised. 

Two characteristics whose bias may be 
reduced when groups are randomised. 

Explain how clinical 
trials are carried out 
placebo controlled. 

 



 


