
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Variation and 

Inheritance 

Give a description of 

continuous variation – include 

at least 3 examples. 

1. 

 

2. 

Give a description 

of discrete 

variation – give at 

least 3 examples. 

What is polygenic 

inheritance? 

Term    Description 

Allele   individual with two different alleles 

Recessive  individual with two identical alleles 

Dominant  sex cell 

Heterozygous  different forms of a gene 

Homozygous  the physical characteristics of an organism 

Gamete   stronger allele, represented by a capital letter 

Phenotype  the set of genes possessed by an individual 

Genotype  weaker allele, represented by a small letter 

What is meant by the 

term “true-breeding”? 
Two factors that can 

affect a characteristic 

that shows continuous 

variation. 

Draw a line to match each term to its 

correct description. 

List three variations 

that are controlled by 

polygenic inheritance. 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Give a reason why 

“expected” and 

“actual/observed” 

phenotypic ratios may 

differ. 

What is variation? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


